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Maverick House is a renowned independent book publisher of non-fiction titles with offices in 
Ireland and Asia. The company was founded with a commitment to publish books neglected by the 
mainstream. And we have achieved a reputation for successfully publishing non-fiction works on 
crime, terrorism, and memoirs, sport , environmental and social issues.

Last year saw the creation of a new imprint, Book Republic. This imprint was set up to combat the 
traditional model of publishing which, in today’s increasingly uncertain market, often makes it com-
mercially unviable to give new authors a chance to get published. At Book Republic, we specialise 
in publishing quality fiction and non-fiction books in small print runs and are dedicated to promoting 
new writing.

Prices, specifications and cover art are subject to change.
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Of God and Men
Raymond Alikpala
A Life in the Closet

October 2011
TBC
B Format Paperback (198 X 129 mm)
Memoir, Sexuality
£7.99 / €10.99
Rights available
978-1-905379-82-8

While homosexuality is accepted in most countries, this 
is not the case in the Philippines where bakla men are 
treated as second class citizens; homosexuality regarded 
as a “disordered inclination.”  

Of God and Men is the true story of Raymond Alikpala’s 
journey of self discovery that takes him from the 
predominantly Catholic Philippines to Singapore, 
Thailand and eventually to Cambodia. 

It was a journey in which he joined and left the priesthood 
after deciding that his God wanted him to live a full and 
honest life, which meant coming out.   

Raymond Alikpala lives in Phnom Penh where he 
practices as a lawyer. Of God and Men is his first book.

The book is a first hand account of a non-• 
stereotypical gay Philippino mans journey 
towards self acceptance.
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My Secret Life
Leanne Waters
A Memoir of Bullimia

October 2011
TBC
Trade Paperback (156 x 234 mm)
Memoir
£12.99 / €14.99
Rights available
978-1-905379-93-4

In this non-fiction story of struggle and grief, My Secret 
Life: A Memoir of Bulimia details one teenager’s battle 
with Bulimia Nervosa. After years of bullying, Leanne 
Waters examines the development of her illness and 
looks closely at the psychological foundations of this 
ambiguous disease. It is a first-hand account of a secret 
world that lurks behind closed doors in daily life.

A penetrating insight into the mentality of a Bulimic, the 
story examines Waters’ downfall from a high-achiever 
with tremendous potential, to a shadowed breath of her 
former self.

Leanne Waters lived in Rathsallagh, Shankill until the 
age of five, when she moved to a quiet estate in Bray, 
where she has lived since. She attended St. Fergalís 
National Primary School and later went on to Loreto Bray. 
She experienced severe bullying and as a child, was very 
reclusive and quiet, often finding solace in writing. 

Leanne suffered with mental health issues from a 
young age, experiencing episodes of anxiety and mild 
depression. In her teens she suffered from Bulimia 
Nervosa and underwent several months of behavioral 
therapy. Since that period, she has dedicated her time 
to her personal development, as well as her studies and 
writing. She is currently studying English and History at 
University College Dublin. She is a Section Editor in the 
UCD University Observer, and hopes to enter into the 
field of journalism after completing her degree. 

An unrivalled, first-hand insight into a form of • 
mental illness that is very prevalent in today’s 
society.
The only book of it’s kind to be published in • 
Ireland.
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A Deal With the Devil
Mary Minihan
The Green Party in Government

October 2011
TBC
Trade Paperback (153 x 234 mm)
Market Current Affairs, Politics 
£11.99 / €14.99
Rights available
978-1-905379-75-0

The Green Party struck its “deal with the devil” by entering 
coalition with Fianna Fáil in 2007. 

The junior partner secured control of the Environment 
and Energy ministries, irritating some in the larger party 
with its pursuit of a ban on stag hunting, the introduction 
of civil partnerships for same-sex couples and restrictions 
on planning. 

An unprecedented crisis in the State’s finances, with 
an exposure of the deeply flawed Irish banking system, 
shook the party’s grassroots and its vote collapsed in 
the local and European elections in June 2009. The 
following October, party members threatened to pull out 
of Government over the controversial National Asset 
Management Agency (Nama), while senior figures 
were kept in the dark about the arrival of the IMF in 
2010. The Greens dropped a bombshell late that year, 
demanding a date for an early general election, but 
stayed in Government in the hope of passing key Green 
legislation. 

Controversy over revelations about then Taoiseach Brian 
Cowen’s contacts with Sean Fitzpatrick while he was still 
Anglo chairman strained relationships further. A bungled 
reshuffle was aborted at the behest of the Greens, and 
the “momentous” decision to pull the plug on the Coalition 
was taken in January 2011. But their three-and-a-half 
year period in Government cost them dearly at the polls. 

The Greens entering government was a historic • 
occasion, which is analyzed brilliantly in this 
book, which will come to be regarded as the 
authoritative account of that period. 
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In 1995, Chris Thrall left the Royal Marines to find his 
fortune in Hong Kong. 

Instead he went through a bizarre series of jobs 
while becoming increasingly addicted to crystal 
methamphetamine.

Soon he began working for the 14K, Hong Kong’s largest 
crime family, as a doorman in one of their nightclubs in 
the Wan Chai red-light district. 

Dealing with homelessness, violence and the ‘foreign 
triad’ — a secretive ex-pat clique which, unbeknown to 
the world, works hand-in-hand with the Chinese mafia 
— he had to survive in the world’s most unforgiving city, 
addicted to the world’s most dangerous drug.

Chris Thrall was born in Kent, England. At eighteen, he 
joined the Royal Marine Commandos. Following active 
service in the Northern Ireland Conflict and training in 
Arctic warfare and survival, he earned his parachutist’s 
‘wings’ and went on to serve as part of a high-security 
detachment on board an aircraft carrier.

In 1995, Chris moved to Hong Kong to oversee the 
Asia-Pacific expansion of a successful network-marketing 
operation he’d built, part-time, while serving in the Forces. 
Less than a year later, he was homeless, hooked on 
crystal methamphetamine and working for the 14K, Hong 
Kong’s largest triad crime family, as a doorman in Wan 
Chai’s infamous red-light district.

Eating Smoke, a humorous yet deeply moving first book, is 
his account of what happened.

September 2011
416pp
Trade Paperback (153 x 234 mm)
Memoir, Drug Addiction
£9.99 / €12.99
Rights available
978-1-905379-83-5

The author is one of the few Europeans to have • 
worked with the 14-K, Hongkong’s largest triad 
group.

Eating Smoke
Chris Thrall
One Man’s Descent into Drug Psychosis in Hong Kong’s Triad Heartland
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Secret Genocide
Daniel Pedersen
Voices of the Karen of Burma

February 2011
272 pp
B Format Paperback (198 x 129 mm)
Politics/Terrorism/Armed Struggle
£7.99 / €10.99
Rights available
978-1-905379-62-0 

It is almost 60 years since the Karen took up arms against 
the Burmese dictatorship to fight for an independent 
homeland, but theirs is a nationalist struggle that shows 
no sign of exhaustion.  

Secret Genocide is a scholarly book on the plight of the 
Karen of Burma. Author Daniel Pedersen writes about 
the secret genocide of the Karen people at the hands of 
the Burmese junta, who use murder, rape, forced labour 
and torture to quell their enemies. 

Decades after the Karen took up arms against Rangoon; 
there is no telling when – or if – their struggle for a secure 
homeland will be finally accomplished. 

Daniel Pedersen is an Australian journalist, who has 
written extensively on human rights abuses in Burma 
and Southeast Asia. 

Offers a unique insider’s account of life with the • 
Karen.
The author was given unrivalled access to the • 
Karen National Union and the Karen National 
Liberation Army.
The subject matter is the focus of several • 
international campaigns and the subject for 
various TV documentaries and films including 
the recent Rambo film.

n
eW

LY PU
BLIsH

eD



7

The Templars and the Shroud of Christ is the second book in 
this series by Vatican historian, Barbara Frale.

The Knights Templar – the most powerful religious-
military order of the Middle Ages – almost certainly looked 
after the mysterious shroud that is now kept in Turin. 
Worshipped in a relentlessly secret manner, and known in 
its intimate nature by only a handful of the order’s officials, 
the swathe of fabric was kept in the central treasury of the 
Knights Templar, who were known for their expertise in 
the field of relics. 

In an age of doctrinal  confusion, the shroud might have 
represented for the Knights Templar a powerful antidote 
against the spread of heresy. By tracing faint clues 
concerning the shroud’s movements during medieval 
times, Barbara Frale reaches back into the centuries and 
explores complex hypotheses on the shroud’s origins and 
offers a new viewpoint on this controversial relic. 

Barbara Frale is a historian on staff at the Vatican Secret 
Archives. A specialist on the Templars, the Crusades, 
and the papacy, she earned her Ph.D. at the University 
of Venice. She lives in Viterbo, taly.Apr 7, 2011 

272 pp
Illustrations 8 page B&W
B Format Paperback (198 x 129 mm)
History, Politics, Religious Studies
£8.99 / €10.99
World English Language Rights
978-1-905379-73-6 

The book is the second in this series by Vatican • 
Secret Archives historian, Barbara Frale, 
the expert who discovered the 1308 Chinon 
Parchment. 
Follows on from the hugely successful • The 
Templars: The Secret History Revealed (ISBN: 978-
1-905379-60-6) 
The book offers an unrivalled insight and a • 
new viewpoint on the mysterious Turin shroud, 
and the involvement of the Knights Templar in 
protecting the shroud.   

The Templars and the Shroud of Christ
Barbara Frale
From the author of The Templars: The Secret History Revealed
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Leslie “Ike” Atkinson is one of U.S. history’s most original 
gangsters. According to law enforcement sources, he and 
his gang smuggled, by conservative estimates, 1,000 
pounds of heroin annually from Bangkok, Thailand to U.S. 
military bases during their period of operation from 1968 
to 1975.

The Bangkok Connection: Trafficking Heroin from Asia to the USA 
chronicles the story of Atkinson, charismatic former U.S. 
army master sergeant, career smuggler, card shark and 
doting family man whom law enforcement agencies code-
named Sergeant Smack. Sergeant Smack’s criminal 
activities sparked the creation of a special DEA unit code-
named Centac 9, which conducted an intensive three-year 
investigation across three continents. Sergeant Smack 
was elusive, but the discovery of his palm print on a kilo of 
heroin finally took him down. 

Ron Chepesiuk, born in Thunder Bay, Canada, works 
as a full-time freelance journalist and film producer in 
the United States. All in all, Ron has published 25 books 
and more than 4,000 articles on subjects such as the 
environment, technology, business, politics, international 
relations, travel, true crime and transnational crime. Like 
many of his books, Drug Lords: The Rise and Fall of the 
Cali Cartel published in Ireland and the UK in 2005 has 
been a huge success. Besides his work as a writer and 
producer, Chepesiuk currently teaches online courses in 
the journalism program of UCLA’s Extension Division. 

 

August 2011
422pp
B Format Paperback (129 x 198 mm)
Biography / True Crime
£9.99 / €12.99
Rights Available: English Lanuage, 
Ireland, UK, South East Asia
978-1-905379-74-3 The Bangkok Connection•  is the first book to 

investigate the US-Asia heroin trade. 
The book is an insider’s account of the US-• 
Asian heroin trade.
Chepesiuk is the author of several bestsellers • 
including Drug Lords: The Rise and Fall of the Cali 
Cartel.

The Bangkok Connection
Ron Chepesiuk
Trafficking Heroin from Asia to the USA
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It’s nearly January and I have this idea for one of me 
New Years revolutions. I’m goin’ to write a diary! See, 
I’m about to turn 18 and as normal as ya think I might 
be – a regular fun lovin’, good lookin’ girl from Finglas 
on the northside of Dublin, me friends are anything but. 
Jasmin’s as smart as a scented candle, Concepta’s still 
pretendin’ to be on every diet goin’ and Tracy’s started 
to think she’s posh coz she goes to UCD. At least I still 
have me best mate Bernie.

On top of all of that, I’ve to deal with another bunch of 
weirdoes in me job and don’t even get me started on 
me family. Clearly I just do me best to get on with things 
by goin’ out with the girls, havin’ a few drinks and tryin’ 
to find a fella, although that hasn’t worked out very well 
lately!

Overall, I’d say it’s gonna be just another normal year in 
the life of Joanna Ryde. To be fair, things really can’t get 
any weirder, can they?

Joanna Ryde is an all-singing, all-dancing comedy 
sensation from Finglas on Dublin’s Northside. Her rise 
to superstardom began in 2007 when she won the 
prestigious Alternative Miss Ireland and began performing 
in venues throughout Ireland. Appearances on TV and 
radio followed, most notably in 2010 when she was 
chosen as a finalist on RTE’s The All Ireland Talent Show 
prompting Daithi O’Se to suggest she had the nicest legs 
he’d ever seen. She currently lives in Waterford.

November 2011
TBC
Trade Paperback
Fiction/Satirical
£10.99 / €14.99
Rights Available
978-1-907221-27-9

Joanna Ryde was the last person eliminated in • 
the Dublin heats of The All Ireland Talent Show by 
Shane Lynch in Season 1 before being selected 
in Season 2 for the Live Shows.
Joanna Ryde was crowned Alternative Miss • 
Ireland in 2007. 
Joanna Ryde has a strong online presence • 
on social media sites such as Facebook and 
Twitter and through her website www.joannaryde.
com
The author currently has a column in • THE 
Magazine and a weekly slot on The Cosmo on 
RTE Pulse.

Diary of a Ryde
Joanna Ryde
(Kolyn Byrne)

Fo
R

TH
C

o
M

In
G

 TITLes



10

Born without arms or legs due to Thalidomide, life could 
have turned out very differently. From growing up in a 
working class family during the Troubles of Northern 
Ireland, to the USA and back again, this story is of one 
woman’s determination to live life to the full.

Through support of family and friends, as well as sheer 
determination Leigh overcame prejudices, lived through 
the Troubles in Northern Ireland, escaped life with an 
alcoholic husband while raising two babies, only to find 
love again.

This is not the story of a “victim” but instead one of a woman 
who has learned and grown through the experiences life 
has thrown her way, has never let anyone steal her dreams 
and is still an activist working for dignity and respect for all 
people with disabilities.

Born in Newry in 1962, Leigh Gath moved to Texas in 
1995 with her first husband and baby son. She has been 
a disability activist and worked with various disability 
organisations since the age of 17. She moved back 
to Ireland a few years ago and pursued a third level 
education at the University College Cork, achieving a 
BSc. Hon in Criminal Justice in 2007. She is now working 
on completing a Masters in Criminal Justice at UCC. She 
currently lives in Limerick with her second husband and 
children.
 

November 2011
TBC
B Format Hardback (129 x 198 mm)
Memoir
£17.99 / €19.99
Rights Available
978-1-907221-28-6 

The book gives a first hand account into the • 
harrowing life as a Thalidomide survivor and 
life living through the Troubles of Northern 
Ireland.
2012 marks the 50th anniversary of the final • 
warning issued by the UK Government of the 
withdrawal of the Thalidomide drug; there is a 
commemorative event being held on May 26th 
20112 in London to mark the anniversary.

Don’t Tell Me I Can’t
Leigh Gath
The Triumphant Story of a Thalidomide Survivor
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Monica Loughman’s story is the enchanting tale of a 
14-year-old girl leaving the comforts of home to train in a 
strict and austere Russian ballet school. She brought her 
dreams of becoming a professional ballerina with her. 
While many young ballerinas’ aspirations are unfulfilled, 
Loughman became a dancing sensation and was the first 
Western European to join Russia’s distinguished Perm 
State Theatre of Opera and Ballet. Not just for ballet 
lovers, this gripping tale also details the endurance and 
stamina needed to survive in post Soviet-Union Russia. 
Monica vividly evokes the closed and foreign world of 
ballet with natural assurance. Her book also reveals 
the brutality and suffering that often lies behind ballet’s 
fairytale facade.

Ballerina is the story of a young girl’s single-minded 
determination to succeed against the odds. It is a truly 
engrossing story. 

Monica Loughman is one of the brightest stars on the 
ballet stage. At the age of 14, she left her native Ireland 
for Perm in Russia, where she became the first Westerner 
to dance for the prestigious Perm State Theatre.

Jean Harrington has ghost-written several best-selling 
books: Survivor: Memoirs of a Prostitute (2003), The Irish 
Ballerina (2004), and Heroin (2005). She has a degree in 
journalism. She works in publishing.

October 2011
TBC
B Format Hardback (198 x 129 mm)
Memoir
£17.99 / €19.99
Rights Available
978-1-907221-23-1

The acclaimed bestseller will be completely • 
updated and revised for 2011. 
Features new epilogue by Monica Loughman.• 

Ballerina
Monica Loughman with Jean Harrington
A Young Girl’s Single-minded Determination to Succeed Against the Odds
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The Triumphant Story of a Thalidomide Survivor
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Gabriel’s Gate
Tom Galvin
A Story of Young People Fighting Back Against the Recession

October 2011
TBC
B Format Hardback (198 x 129 mm)
Fiction
£17.99 / €19.99
Rights available
978-1-907221-31-6

In 2010, when the recession took root in Ireland, the 
young people looked at the ground they were standing 
on and realised it was rotten; rotten in so many ways, but 
especially in the ways made by man. So most decided 
it was time to do what their forefathers had done during 
times of famine, when the ground was rotten too, and 
leave. For America. And Australia. And Canada. 

But in the winter of 2010, a group of college students had 
a different idea. They weren’t going to leave. They would 
simply find a patch of land that hadn’t been contaminated 
and live off it. Just like their forefathers had always done 
before the land became rotten and the country corrupted 
by greed. This is their story.

Dublin-born Tom Galvin was educated at University 
College Dublin and St Patrick’s College, Maynooth.

In 1994 he went to Poland to work as a teacher in a state 
school, where he began writing regularly for the Warsaw 
Voice, the English language paper for Poland and Central 
Europe, and contributed to programmes on Poland’s 
English language service on Radio Polonia.

On returning to Ireland in 2004 he worked as arts/culture 
editor for Village magazine while also contributing photo-
driven features.

In 2007, while editor of the Evening Herald’s Polish section, 
he published his account of life in Poland in his book 
There’s an Egg in My Soup (O’Brien Press).

He currently lives in Wicklow with his wife Asia and twins, 
Alex and Alicia.

Gabriels’s Gate tells the story of a unique • 
approach to dealing with the recession.
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At dawn, in pouring rain on December 16th 1961 the 
army of the Irish Republic under a UN flag went into 
action. A sharp and bloody engagement followed, as the 
men of the 36th Battalion undertook a vital seize and 
hold operation. The objective was a railway tunnel, a 
crucial approach to Elizabethville held by mercenaries 
and Katangese Gendarmerie. Irishmen under Irish 
command under a United Nation’s mandate on foreign 
soil went on the offensive. Intensive fighting followed. 
Fatalities were inflicted and suffered. The Irish assault 
was met with heavy machine-guns and fierce mortar fire.  
The Irish were severely tested but triumphed.

‘A’ Company 36th Battalion served with the United 
Nations’ forces in the Congo, Central Africa, during the 
period of December 1961 to May 1962. Following the 
hostilities of December, including the famous Battle of 
the Tunnel, 14 members were awarded Distinguished 
Service Medals, including two posthumously. As a result 
‘A’ Company 36th Battalion became the most decorated 
company in the history of the Irish Defence Forces. This 
is their remarkable story.

Dan Harvey is a serving officer in the Irish Defence 
Forces. His 30 years of service to date have involved him 
in a variety of operations both at home and overseas. A 
highly experienced and respected press officer, he has 
also pioneered many Defence Forces historical and 
heritage projects, most notably a number of museum 
collections. Dan is a constant contributor to An Cosantoir, 
the Defence Forces’ magazine. He lives in Dublin. His 
first book Peace Enforcers was widely received during 
its publication in 2010. ‘A’ Company Action is his second 
book.

September 2011
TBC
B Format Hardback (198 x 129 mm)
Non-fiction / History / Irish Military
£17.99 / €19.99
Rights Available
978-1-907221-25-5

The book is an insider’s account of the Irish • 
army’s 36th Battalion and their battle of the 
tunnel of Elizabethville.
Dan’s first book•  Peace Enforcers was widely 
received when it was published in hardback by 
Book Republic in 2010. 

‘A’ Company Action
Dan Harvey
The Battle of the Tunnel - 16th December 1961
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The Memory of Trees
Mick Rooney
A Parable

September 2011
208pp
B Format Hardback (198 x 129 mm)
Fiction
£17.99 / €19.99
Rights available
978-1-907221-22-4

Can one boy be guided by knowledge alone on a path of 
discovery?

The Memory of Trees is the story of Carlos, a shepherd 
boy, who travels from his beautiful home of Cyprus, 
following in the footsteps of Saint Paul, into the Middle 
East and along the road to Damascus. Carlos is a young 
island boy, bright, thoughtful and passionate, brought 
up on the traditions of his village elders. Experiencing 
unbearable loss and exile, he sets out on a journey 
of knowledge and adventure, embracing the spiritual 
wisdom of the trees and a quest to explore the path his 
mysterious uncle once took into the Middle East.

This is a parable about listening to the voices in our 
hearts, seeking our truths, no matter how lost we are. It is 
about daring to allow ourselves to be guided along a path 
filled with pain, loss, love and passion and the inevitable 
choices we must all face.

This is the story of a soul— for the soul.

Mick Rooney is an author, researcher and freelance 
journalist. He has been writing for nearly 30 years and 
published 9 books. As well as a publishing consultant, 
he is also a regular blogger, guest, and visitor to many 
leading writers’ forums, and he has written numerous 
articles and books on publishing, music, and retail. Mick 
currently lives in Dublin.

A refreshing tale of spirituality and coming of • 
age.
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Joanne Kavanagh and best friend Suzie pack their 
bags and swap dreary, depressing Dublin for the cool 
Californian coast. Both are determined to start a new life 
in the land of opportunity, leaving behind the recession 
and their complicated families. They make a pact at the 
airport to stick religiously to the ‘L.A. Commandments’, a 
list of ten ‘Thou Shalt Nots’ for their new life in LA, including 
‘Thou Shalt Not Fall in Love,’ but when Jo befriends sexy, 
shy musician Marc, and Suzie falls for womanizing bar-
man Chris, not only are the commandments at risk of 
being broken, but the girls’ hearts…

With all California has to offer —sunshine, shopping, 
killer nightlife, and drop-dead-gorgeous men, will the 
girls stay faithful to the L.A. Commandments?  

Having been made redundant in 2009, Gillian Duffy 
went back to third level education and is currently 
studying a BA in Humanities in English and History in St. 
Patrick’s College, Drumcondra. The LA Commandments is 
her debut novel. Her second book will be published by 
Book Republic early next year. Gillian has a keen interest 
in film and has recently completed her first feature-length 
screenplay. She was inspired to start writing after a trip 
to Los Angeles in 2008. Gillian currently lives in Dublin.

August 2011
352pp
B Format Hardback (198 x 129 mm)
Contemporary Women’s Fiction
£17.99 / €19.99
Rights Available
978-1-907221-21-7

 An impressive debut novel from an up-and-• 
coming Irish writer.

The L.A. Commandments
Gillian Duffy
Thou shalt not fall in love
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Foolish Pride
Anne Skelly
Can Beth confront the ghosts of her past?

June 2011
224pp
Trade Paperback
Fiction
£9.99 / €12.99
Rights available
978-1-907221-14-9 

It is a truth universally acknowledged that a single 
woman of a certain age must be in want of a man. So 
when a prospective husband is sighted on the horizon, 
mothers, friends and the entire community rally round to 
be of service. 

With strong echoes of Jane Austen, Foolish Pride follows 
Beth’s search for happiness as she struggles to make 
the right choices, and to reshape her life. Among the 
obstacles in her path are the restrictions imposed by the 
small town mentality of rural Ireland, always quick to judge 
and condemn. In a world which prizes appearances, Beth 
needs to assert her own values. It is only by confronting 
her ghosts that she finds a way to attain her goals without 
compromising her ideals. 

Anne Skelly is originally from Dublin and lives now in 
rural Longford with her husband and three dogs. She 
has been writing short stories for about ten years and 
has been short listed in a number of literary competitions, 
most recently the international First Writer Award. Foolish 
Pride is her first novel. 

Since moving to Longford, Anne has been deeply 
involved in local literary activities. She has served on the 
committee of the Goldsmith International Literary Festival 
and directed the Longford Writers Group Festival. She 
worked for three years as Creative Writing Development 
Officer for Longford County Council, during which time 
she worked with writers groups nationwide, providing 
support and organising inter-group events and editing 
Longford’s literary website, Virtual Writer. She currently 
facilitates writers groups in Ballymahon and Longford 
and delivers introductory courses in Creative Writing for 
Westmeath and Longford VECs 

A well-written Austen-esque work of fiction that • 
deals with some of the compelling issues that 
today’s society has to face.
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A novel about a love that’s not quite forbidden, and a girl 
with hair the colour of day-old snow.

The girl in question is Astrid Johnson, a 26-year-old 
freelance proofreader and DJ who has eyes that do their 
own thing. Astrid inhabits two distinct worlds, a world of 
beats and flashing lights and a world of dusty books and 
seawater. A cool, fearless type, Astrid is persuaded to go 
on a skiing trip for the visually impaired. The night before 
the trip, the sexual tension between Astrid and Jazz, the 
man with three names, explodes...

With its pulsing soundtrack and disembodied electronic 
voices, The Pink Cage is a novel that you can hear as well 
as see. If you like books that expose the extraordinary 
worlds hidden beneath the surface of ordinary life, you 
will love The Pink Cage. 

Derbhile Dromey is a freelance writer based in 
Waterford. She writes regularly for The Irish Medical Times 
and The Irish Skipper. An essay about her life as a visually 
impaired person, first broadcast on Lyric FM, featured in 
an anthology called The Quiet Quarter: Ten Years of Great Irish 
Writing, published by New Island. She delivers creative 
writing workshops to young people in schools and to 
adult beginner writers. She also runs an editorial and 
copywriting service called WriteWords. Her short play, 
Fan Mail, was performed as part of a rehearsed reading 
by Waterford theatre company PushPull Productions. 

June 2011
240pp
B Format Hardback (198 x 129 mm)
Contemporary Women’s Fiction
£17.99 / €19.99
Rights Available
978-1-907221-15-6

A stunning debut from a new Irish author.• 
Gives a unique insight into the world of a • 
visually impaired young woman.

The Pink Cage
Derbhile Dromey
A Novel You Can Hear As Well As See
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Lucinda’s List
Olive Collins
A Humourous and Moving Maze of Friendship and Loss

May 2011
240pp
Trade Paperback
Contemporary Women’s Fiction
£9.99 / €12.99
Rights available
978-1-907221-13-2

What began as a harmless game for Lucinda Tidy ended 
with unexpected consequences, testing loyalties of a 
friendship she took for granted. 

Lucinda can be generous and thoughtful yet equally 
corrupt. Her peculiar habit of keeping lists is a source of 
amusement to her friends, but the origins of her habit are 
deeper than routine. Behind her almost perfect façade 
lurks a story she has tried to deny.

Alice hasn’t a practical bone in her body. She loves life and 
never tires of experimenting with fashion or adventures 
with her current young toyboy, dubbed The Sickly Prince 
for his exotic beauty. 

Now that Fiona has finally relinquished all hope of 
resurrecting her marriage, she focuses on attempting to 
update the ancient pub her father is slow to alter and 
recapture the lost years.
 
Rose is the sensible one of the group. Unlike her friends, 
she offers practical advice rather then their preferred 
drama. Despite her mother’s sudden interest in Rose’s 
man-less and child-less state, Rose is content with her 
independence yet she finds something alluring beneath 
the academic surface of her best male friend. 

Together their lives entwine through a humourous and 
moving maze of friendship and loss.

Olive Collins was born and raised in Thurles, Co 
Tipperary. Members of her family were writers and poets, 
namely Sr Mary Xaverius O’Donoghue who penned 
many books. Olive joined Clane Writers Group where 
she got tremendous support and her short stories were 
aired on radio. Lucinda’s List is her debut novel. She now 
lives in Naas, Co Kildare.

A deep and subtly dark debut novel from Olive • 
Collins.
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When top jockey Marcel Dessaint loses his racing licence, 
his whole world falls apart. Accused of deliberately pulling 
up healthy horses, Marcel is passed a verdict of ‘Gross 
Misconduct’ and forced to face the enmity of his peers. 
With a famous face and nowhere to hide in Chantilly, 
Marcel becomes an outcast in the only world he knows.

With the Derby now out of his reach, he struggles to 
overcome his own self-doubt, while battling to uncover 
the truth behind the horses’ defeats and clear his name.

As he gradually fears he may have been betrayed by 
one of his closest friends, he discovers all too late that 
it’s not just his licence on the line. Lives are at stake…

A freelance horseracing journalist by profession, Lissa 
Oliver is the European Correspondent for Australia’s 
Racetrack magazine and appears regularly in The Irish Field, 
European Bloodstock News, European Trainer and International 
Thoroughbred. Nominated for the UK’s prestigious Clive 
Graham Journalist of the Year Award at both the 2008 
and 2009 Derby Awards, in 2010 Lissa won the Special 
Commendation. Her previous novels earned nominations 
for such awards as the James Tait Award and Longman 
History Award. She lives in Kildare.

February 2011
240pp
Trade Paperback
Contemporary Women’s Fiction
£9.99 / €12.99
Rights Available
978-1-907221-08-8

From James Tait Award and Longman History • 
Award nominee, Lissa Oliver, comes a gripping 
horseracing thriller.

Chantilly Dawns
Lissa Oliver
From James Tait Award and Longman History Award nominee
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Lebanon Diaries, The | MARTIn MALone | IsBn 9781905379255
Loot | Inside the World of Stolen Art | THoMAs McsHAne & DARY MATeRA | IsBn 9781905379378
Mango Rains | The True Story of a Thai Mother’s Lifelong Search for her Abducted Daughter | DAnIeL M 
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Miracle of Fatima Mansions | An Escape From Drug Addiction | sHAY BYRne | IsBn 9781905379408
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nightmare in Laos | The True Story of a Woman Imprisioned in a Communist Gulag | KAY DAnes | IsBn 
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no Man’s Land | The Story of Man who Became a Woman | PAULA GRIeG | IsBn 97781905379286
not on our Watch | The Mission to End Genocide in Darfur and Beyond | Don CHeADLe & JoHn 
PRenDeRGAsT | IsBn 9781905379453
Paranormal Ireland | An Investigation into the Other Side of Irish Life | DARA deFAoíTe | IsBn 
9780954294564
Psychic Power | Answers All Your Questions for a Happier Love, Money and Health Life | UnA PoWeR | IsBn 
9781905379071
Redemption | The Last Testament of Stanley Tookie Williams, Gang Leader Turned Nobel Prize Nominee | 
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REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

By Post:
Maverick House Publishers
office 19
Dunboyne Business Park
Dunboyne
Co Meath
Republic of Ireland

By Phone:
+353 1 825 5717

By Fax:
+353 1 686 5036

By Email:
info@maverickhouse.com

UNITED KINGDOM

For any queries relating to 
Maverick House in the UK, 
please contact
info@maverickhouse.com 
or ring our head office on 
+353 1 825 5717

ASIA

For any queries relating to 
Maverick House in Asia, 
please contact
info@maverickhouse.com 
or ring our head office on 
+353 1 825 5717

OTHER TERRITORIES

For any queries relating 
to Maverick House in the 
rest of the world, please 
contact
info@maverickhouse.com 
or ring our head office on 
+353 1 825 5717
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